
 

PEOPLE •  PRIDE • PROGRESS • PARTNERSHIPS 

2145 Suttle Ave. •  Charlotte, North Carolina 28208  •  980.314.CODE (2633) 
www.meck-si.com / www.meckpermit.com 

                   © 2005 Mecklenburg County                                                                                             Last Revision: 6/14/2019

www.meck-si.com  
Special Inspections Scope 

 

2018 NC Building Code, Chapter 17 Special Inspections  
 

1704.1 General. Special inspections and tests, statements of special inspections, responsibilities of 

contractors, submittals to the building official and structural observations shall meet the applicable 

requirements of this section.  

 

Where application is made for construction as described in this section, the owner shall employ one or 

more special inspectors to provide inspections during the construction on the types of work listed in 

accordance with section 1705.1. These inspections are in addition to the inspections specified in the North 

Carolina Administrative Code and Policies.  

 

1705.1 General. Special inspections and tests of elements and nonstructural components of buildings and 

structures shall meet the applicable requirements of this section.  

 

1705.1.1 Special cases. Special inspection and tests shall be required for proposed work that is, in the 

opinion of the building official, unusual in its nature, such as, but not limited to, the following examples:  

1. Construction materials and systems that are alternatives to materials and systems prescribed by 

this code 

2. Unusual design applications of materials described in this code 

3. Materials and systems required to be installed in accordance with additional manufacturer’s 

instructions that prescribe requirements not contained in this code or in standards referenced by 

this code 
 

1705.1.2 Special elements always requiring special inspections. Special inspections in accordance with 

Section 1704 and 1705 are required for the following elements only, regardless of the building structure 

that they are in:  

1. Piles, piers and special foundations in accordance with Sections 1705.7, 1705.8, 1705.9, 

1810.3.5.2.4 and 1810.3.5.2.5;  (Note: includes post-tension concrete) 

2. Sprayed fire-resistant materials in accordance with Section 1705.14;  

3. Mastic and intumescent fire-resistant coatings in accordance with Section 1705.15 

4. Smoke controls and smoke exhaust systems in accordance with 1705.18;  

5. Retaining walls and retaining systems exceeding 5 feet of unbalanced backfill height in 

accordance with Section 1807.2;  

 

Special inspections are not required for other elements unless the building or structure is one 

identified in Section 1705.1.3.  

 

1705.1.3 Structure requiring special inspections. Special inspections in accordance with Sections 1704 

and 1705 are required for the building, building components or other structures according to the 

following:  

1. Buildings or other structures listed in Table 1604.5 in Risk Category II if:  

i. Building height exceed 45 feet (13.7m) or three stories; or  

ii. The building is an underground building in accordance with Section 405.1,  

2. Buildings or other structures listed in Table 1604.5 in Risk Categories III or IV.  
 
Note: Please see attached memo re: SI for Fire-Resistant Penetrations and Joints per Section 1705.17 
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2018 Administrative Code (107.5 Special Inspections)  
 

107.5 Special Inspections. Special inspections required by the building code or the building inspector 

shall be performed by a NC registered design professional or an inspector under his responsible charge.  
 

The table below is included for your use and is referenced in section 1705.1.3 of the 2018 NCBC  
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May 15, 2019 

 

Subject:  Special Inspections Policy for Fire-Resistant Penetrations and Joints per 2018 NCBC 

Section 1705.17  

 

From: David Gieser – Director of Inspections  

 

Requirements for Special Inspections of Fire-Resistant Penetrations and Joints took effect with 

the 2018 North Carolina State Building Code.    This requirement applies to all high-rise, Risk 

Category III, and Risk Category IV buildings.  However, the text of the code does not address 

the extent of the scope of the work.  As a result, Section 1705.17 of the Code could apply to any 

project in the effected buildings, from a modification to a fire-rated room, to the complete 

construction and up-fit of a new facility.   

 

Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement recognizes that for a very small project, possibly with 

only one rated penetration, this new code requirement could be the only trigger for the Special 

Inspections Requirement.  As a result, the following guidelines shall be implemented to 

determine if the scope of work in an effected project will require Special Inspections for Fire-

Resistant Penetrations and Joints.  This policy does not apply to other sections of Chapter 17 

Special Inspections requirements.   

 

High-rise and Risk Category III and IV buildings shall require Special Inspections under the 

following conditions: 

 

• NCEBC Alteration Level 3, requires Special Inspections for Firestopping 

• NCEBC Chapter 14 Compliance, requires Special Inspections for Firestopping 

• NCEBC Change of Use, requires Special Inspections for Firestopping 

• NCEBC Additions, requires Special Inspections for Firestopping 

• NCSBC 2018 requires Special Inspections for Firestopping 

 

Work considered to be Alterations Levels 1 & 2 under the NC Existing Building Code would not 

require Special Inspections described in 1705.17 of the 2018 NCSBC. 

 

NOTE:  Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement reserves the right to waive or require Fire-

Resistant Penetrations and Joints Special Inspections based on the scope of work presented for 

permit or encountered during inspections.  However, every effort will be made to apply these 

guidelines upfront for projects submitted for permit under the 2018 and later codes.   
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